
 Issue 6 • October 24, 2022 

 Welcome to the sixth issue of PJP's "The Mighty Pen," an educa�onal newsle�er with wri�ng and 
 repor�ng �ps for incarcerated writers looking to develop journalis�c skills and get published in PJP and 
 elsewhere. 

 JOURNALISM BASICS: JOURNALISTIC OBJECTIVITY 

 Journalists are supposed to be objec�ve. That does not mean that you can't have opinions. It means that 
 you do your best to ignore those opinions when you are repor�ng (observing, reading, interviewing 
 people, etc.). You want to take in things as they are, not as you want them to be. 

 Imagine a scien�st observing a chemical reac�on in a lab. When she is in there, she doesn't cease to be a 
 woman who votes Democrat and loves cooking pasta. But her preferences do not interfere with the 
 techniques she uses for her experiment. She observes what the chemicals are doing, and writes up the 
 results according to well established scien�fic procedures. 

 In other words, it's not the journalist who is objec�ve, but rather their journalis�c procedures. 

 An objec�ve journalist is devoted to the truth. The truth itself is not objec�ve — the truth o�en says that 
 somebody is correct and somebody else is incorrect. You don't avoid saying these things in your story for 
 fear of seeming biased (not objec�ve). But you make sure that you can thoroughly prove everything you 
 put in there. 

 REPORTING TIPS: HOW TO REPORT OBJECTIVELY 

 Don't just speak to the people you like and you agree with; speak to everyone who has something 
 relevant to add to the story. Don't go into interviews with people trying to catch them in a contradic�on. 
 Don't lecture people and don't try to prove that they are stupid or evil. Give them a chance to explain 
 their posi�ons. Play it fair at all �mes, regardless of your emo�ons. 

 Inten�onally look for informa�on and voices that might challenge the point you are making in your story. 
 Keep yourself honest. Before you submit your story to your editor, pretend you are someone who really 
 doesn't like you. Read your story with that mindset and see if there are any inconsistencies, 
 contradic�ons or missing informa�on — no ma�er how �ny — that someone could latch onto to 
 discredit your work. 
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 WRITING TIPS: HOW TO WRITE OBJECTIVELY 

 Many words are "loaded" with more than one meaning. When you call someone a "dictator," for 
 example, you aren't just saying that he is a leader who gets to tell people what to do; you are also saying 
 that he's a bad guy. In ancient Rome, a dictator wasn't necessarily bad, but in 21st century America, we 
 don't like dictators. 

 So be very careful that the words you use in your story — especially the labels you use for people — are 
 not smuggling opinions or stereotypes that do not belong in your story. Ask someone else to read your 
 story and flag every problema�c word. Then review them all and see if there are be�er words you could 
 use. 

 TRY THIS! 

 Choose a topic about which you have strong feelings (such as "abor�on" or "criminal jus�ce reform"). 
 Come up with three different posi�ons (not just two!) on this topic, and write out a strong argument in 
 favor of each one of them. Can you imagine interviewing three people holding each one of these 
 posi�ons and then wri�ng up a story? 

 ASK RAZ! 

 Mr. Keith wonders how best to "express the mental, emo�onal and psychological" aspects of 
 incarcera�on in 200 or 300 words. Rather than saying things such as "This is awful!" or "This is a breath 
 of fresh air!" try showing your readers what is awful or reassuring about someone's life behind bars. 
 Anecdotes and examples convey states of mind and emo�ons be�er than flat statements. 

 What do you wanna know about journalism? Send a JPay message to PJP, A�n: Coach Raz, and we'll try 
 to answer it in The Mighty Pen. 

 If you know other writers who would like to receive this newsle�er, send us their name and prison ID. 

 Best, 
 Raz & PJP Editors 
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